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Dear Vikings,


 Another fabulous year at Paly draws to a close.

 The PTSA changed the way we fundraise to a 
resoundingly successful Direct Appeal response, allowing us to 
purchase half the LCD projectors and mounts for the 
classrooms (our goal was to purchase 1/3 this year)!  Many 
thanks to Stacy Mason, Elaine Hahn (VP’s of Fundraising), and 
Dyane Matas, intrepid data entry helper, for their dedication this 
year.  It looks like we will have “Donate to Paly PTSA” as a 
choice on the website thanks to extra work by Elaine, Stacy, 
Bruce Rohde, Treasurer, and Clara Chang, Webmaster!

 In addition we supported the faculty and staff direct 
interaction with students through the Viking Grants (up to 
$2,500) and Fast Track Grants (up to $500) totaling $47,500.  
Thank you to everyone!  Grants included add on modules to 
Naviance to aid in the college application process, a poet in 
residence for 9th grade English, curtains for the Haymarket 

Theater, document cameras (Elmos) 
for the Math department, digital 
balances for the Science department, 
musical arrangement of the Paly Fight 
Song and Alma Mater, recycling 
containers to place around the Paly 

campus, book trucks for the Library, voice recorders for English 
classes, publication of original research for Junior US History, 
tools for the Robotics team, cameras for Viking magazine, a 
wheelchair and backpack for the Health office, and software for 
the Interior Design class.

 Our PTSA has 1,500 members including 52 teachers.  
Paly PTSA is always the envy of PTAs across Palo Alto and 
across the state for the tremendous support we receive in 
terms of membership.  Did you know that you do not have to 
have a student at Paly to belong to the PTSA?  The membership 
roles increase the leverage of county-wide, state-wide and 
national advocacy on behalf of children and families.  So, please 
maintain your Paly PTSA membership even after your children 
have graduated.

 PTSA appreciated the teachers and staff with Staff 
Development day luncheons throughout the year, a weeklong 
staff appreciation celebration, the latte cart with a full treat 
buffet monthly, and snacks throughout the WASC process.
(cont’d on p.2)
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From the PTSA From the Principal

 This has been a good year for the Palo Alto High PTSA. More 
parents joined committees, came to meetings, took tours and 

served lunch to teachers than last year.  We had three events dedi-
cated only to building community (new to district orientation, 
freshman parent coffee), active Parent Networks in three of the 
four grades, five parent education programs (State of the School, 
How to use InClass, Candidates Forum, Tutoring Panel, and 
"rowing a Safe and Legal Party), and two parent and student 
education programs (Sleep in Adolescence and Choices at Paly). 
Parents were generous—we raised $152,000 in donations this 
year, which is a bit more than last year’s total of $140,000.

In addition, there was one extraordinary event—a Social Service 
Fair on October 30 for battered and abused women where PTSA 
coordinated the event and proudly served food donated by local 
establishments to the participants—and what we hope to be a 
new tradition — a DAYTIME tour of Paly on Saturday for in-
coming students and their parents.  With our program on sleep 
in January, we broke records—there were 150 audience members! 
One mom told me that program changed her entire family’s lives 
for the better. 

 I began my involvement with PTA at the Council level five years 
ago, when the PTA Council needed a secretary and Kate Hill re-
cruited me for the job.  Once I did that job for a year, Alice Erber 
talked me into helping Christine Shambora with the Paly PTSA, 
as parliamentarian. We updated our bylaws in that year, 2004.  
"en Christine took me to my first PTA convention, which was 
in Sacramento, and I was hooked.  I was so hooked; I became 
PTA Council Parliamentarian, which I did for two years, with 
the assistance of Duncan McMillan. Being in a room with thou-
sands of people discussing a motion in the general session, with 
the microphones and the big video screens in a setting like a po-
litical convention is a transcendent experience not to be missed.  
It convinced me to become a PTSA president.  You should all go 
to convention in 2009; it is in San Jose!  "inking about what 
the PTA has done over its history, from bringing polio vaccina-
tions and vision screenings to schools, to advocating sunscreen for 

(PRINCIPAL conÕt. pg.2)

Dear Fellow Vikings,

It is amazing to me that we are now moving into the last few 
weeks of school.   Our seniors are finalizing their plans for col-
lege, we have completed all of our spring testing, and we are 
looking forward to our end-of-year activities including the Bac-
calaureate and graduation.   As always, it is with mixed feelings 
that we say good-bye to our seniors.  Although we wish them 
the best, we will also miss their presence and their leadership on 
the Paly campus.  "is year, we will also be saying good-bye to 
Chuck Merritt, who has been an assistant principal at Paly for 
many years.  Chuck began his career as an AP Spanish teacher at 
Paly and will continue his career as the principal of El Carmelo.   
During his time at Paly, Chuck has been a strong advocate for 
our students and has provided endless hours of support for our 
teachers and staff.  We wish Chuck the best and we know he is 
only a phone call away!  

"is year has passed quickly for me, and I wanted to take this 
opportunity to share with you my thoughts as I reflect on my 
first year as the principal of Paly.  Although at times Paly can 
be a rather complex place that includes many perspectives, there 
are several themes that have emerged for me this year.  Paly is a 
school community that sets high standards for all of its mem-
bers – we expect our students, our staff (including the principal!), 
and our parents to all do their best.  "ese high expectations 
are tempered by the understanding that we all will make mis-
takes along the way.  We are a learning community that con-
tinuously explores ways to add value to what we do.  "ere is 
a pervasive and real sense of community pride in our school’s 
rich history, our academic excellence, and our commitment to 
the whole student. As a community and as individuals, Vikings 
are passionate about what they believe in. Students and adults 
alike are expressive about their views and want their voices to 
be heard. But it’s not just about being heard……we are willing 
to put the time and effort into listening to one another and into 
building our capacity for positive change.  "is trend is particu-
larly evident as we move through our self-study for the WASC 
accreditation process. Our teachers have devoted countless hours 
to critically examining their work in order to identify how we 
can best serve every student, every day at Palo Alto High School.  
Our parents have now joined the discussion, and next fall we will 
identify our critical areas of need as we develop our action plan

(PRESIDENT conÕt. pg.2)

From the Principal

Dear Parents and Friends,


 As I write my last Reporter article of the year, it 
causes me to look back over all of the events at Paly during the 
2008 – 2009 school year.  As a school community, we have 
celebrated our successes, faced our challenges, and mourned 
our losses…. together.  Through it all, our sense of purpose and 
our commitment to serving every student every day has 
allowed us to focus our efforts and do meaningful work.  As a 
school community, we took a deep look at what we do every 
day for every student through the WASC self-study process 
and we committed to a six-year improvement plan designed to 
ensure that every student at Paly will be college-ready 
(academically and socially) upon graduation.  Hundreds of 
parents participated in this process by attending coffees, filling 
out surveys, sitting on committees, and, in typical Paly fashion, 
providing more than enough sustenance to fuel our work.  
Each department has aligned its own improvement plan with 
our WASC goals and many teachers have committed to 
continuing that work through the summer.  Our School Site 
Council stepped up to support our teachers in their work by 
funding department staff development and the district stepped 
up by funding our summer work.  This year, we saw the PTSA 
focus its fundraising efforts to equip each of our classrooms 
with LCD projectors and it raised an unprecedented $85,000 
to get us halfway to our goal. They accomplished this feat while 
still providing Fast Track and Viking grants for teachers.  
Likewise, despite the dire economic news that seems to be 
never ending, Partners in Education (PiE) raised more money 
than ever before.  Every dollar helps us in our continual quest 
to provide the best education possible for our students.   This 
year, we also worked on our Facilities Master Plan at Paly and 
the excitement is “building” as we begin the process of 
designing our new Media Arts Center, a new classroom building 
for Math and Social Science, and our new Performing Arts 
Center.   Although they are multi-year projects, we look 
forward to having facilities that our students so richly deserve.    


 The last few weeks have been filled with a variety of 
student activities both on campus and off.  We are at the end of 
our spring sports season and there has been a whirlwind of 
(Cont’d on p.2)
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Principal’s letter (cont’d) 

presentations and awards celebrating the achievements of our 
students.  I have to admit I never tire of the student award 
ceremonies, the musical presentations, the sporting events, and 
all of the other end-of-the–year festivities.  To me, it celebrates 
the quality of what we do at Paly.   And now, we are faced with 
one of our most difficult tasks of the year – saying good-bye to 
our seniors.   After the Baccalaureate is over, the chairs from 
graduation are all empty, and the busses leave for Grad Night, it 
gets rather lonely around here.  We are proud of their 
accomplishments and what they have given back to Paly.  We 
wish them all the best.


 Our summer at Paly will be filled with preparations for 
the next school year.  Our load is a little lighter since the 
district has moved to on-line registration (Have you filled yours 
out yet?), but we will still be tweaking the master schedule, 
double-checking student schedules, preparing the summer 
mailer, planning freshman orientation (Go, Link Crew!), and 
refreshing our facilities.  Next fall, classes start on Tuesday, 
August  25th, but schedules will be available the day before. We 
have many other activities planned for the weeks before school 
starts.  Please check out our on-line calendar by going to 
paly.net and clicking the calendar button. 

It is an honor to serve as the principal of Palo Alto High School.  
Our students are phenomenal, our staff is unparalleled, and the 
support of our parent community is off the charts.  Thank you, 
thank you, thank you.

Have a wonderful summer.

Jacquie McEvoy
Principal



PTSA President’s Letter (cont’d)

 A big part of our year was WASC support.  Under the 
direction of Arti Miglani, PTSA volunteers baked, cooked, 
assembled and purchased snacks, treats and meals for the many 
WASC focus group meetings culminating in the WASC visit and 
full hospitality for the visiting assessors.

 PTSA sponsors the Parent Networks, helps with Spirit 
Week and Field Day,  sponsors Grad Week, and publishes the 
Paly Directory.

 The Volunteer Recognition Luncheon was a lovely end 
to a very full year.  Erwin Morton received the top Paly 
volunteer and top PTSA volunteer awards:  the Tower Award 
and the Golden Oak award for his years of promoting 
communication at Paly through eNews and the Paly Link 
website, for his work with the CAPTA 6th District PTA board, 
the State PTA board, and the local PTA Council.

 Thank you to everyone who makes Paly a special place.  
Please join me in welcoming our new PTSA President, Christine 
Chang, and the entire Exec Board for 2009-10.  Be sure to join 
Paly PTSA and consider volunteering for many things in the 
coming year.

Skol,

 Suzanne Attenborough
 Paly PTSA President

SamTrans Summer Youth Pass 

Available Starting May 21
San Mateo County youth can “go green” this summer with the 
2009 SamTrans Summer Youth Pass, which will be available for 
purchase starting May 21.  This $35 pass allows unlimited rides 
on SamTrans all summer, from June 1 to Aug. 31, and is available 
to kids 17 and younger.  As part of the transit agency’s “go 
green” emphasis, the SamTrans Web site has a special focus on 
ways young people can help the environment by taking public 
transit.  . Go to www.samtrans.com/gogreen or call 
1-800-660-4287 for details. 

VTA’s Summer Blast Pass is Back

The Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) is offering the SBP 
once again this summer for youth 17 and under. The pass 
provides unlimited rides on VTA buses and trains for only $75 
during June, July and August. With the purchase of the Summer 
Blast Pass, your child will also receive free offers and discounts 
from VTA partners – Camera Cinemas, Great America, Pizza My 
Heart, the San Jose Earthquakes and Cold Stone Creamery. Plus, 
youth can enter to win one of ten $100 Westfield gift cards. On 
sale now, online at VTA’s eCommerce site, at VTA’s Downtown 
Customer Service Center, the River Oaks administrative offices 
and other participating VTA sales locations.
Info: www.vta.org/sbp or VTA Customer Service (408) 
321-2300.    

     

Excel Swim School

Group and Private Swim Lessons for ages 4 and up.  Palo Alto 
High School Aquatic Center, Sessions Run June 15-July 31.  
Excel Swim School is managed by Danny Dye, the head Boys 
and Girls Swimming Coach at Palo Alto High School; the 
teachers for Excel are members of the Palo Alto High School 
Swim Team.
Info: www.excelswimschool.com or Coach Dye, 861-1093, 
dyedanny@hotmail.com

http://www.samtrans.com/gogreen
http://www.samtrans.com/gogreen
http://www.vta.org/sbp
http://www.vta.org/sbp
http://www.excelswimschool.com
http://www.excelswimschool.com
mailto:dyedanny@hotmail.com
mailto:dyedanny@hotmail.com
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Notes from the College and Career Center
Seniors
Congratulations, YouÕve Been Accepted!  

Now that college acceptances have been mailed and the May 1 candidateÕs reply date has passed, seniors can sit back a 
bit and reflect on the college search process and the fact that they not only survived but also were successful.  
Completing senior year classes on a positive note, enjoying graduation, and setting aside some time to relax with family 
and friends this summer should be next on their agenda. However, they shouldnÕt get too comfortable! Before they realize 
it, they will be hearing from their college roommate, deciding who rents a fridge and saying goodbye to family and friends. 
This is an exciting period, but, at times, may also feel like an emotional roller coaster. The following advice may prove 
helpful in the weeks ahead:

For Students:
¥ DonÕt forget to allow time to complete senior projects and study for finals. Your final transcript should reflect a 
consistent academic profile.
¥ DonÕt forget to formally thank the people whoÕve helped support you in the college application processÑ
including your teacher advisor and the teachers and others who wrote letters of recommendation on your behalf.  
A thank-you note expressing your gratitude goes a long way in showing appreciation for these people who give 
so much of their time.
¥ Sending in a deposit and final transcript to the college to which you will matriculate is not the end of college 
deadlines. Information about housing, meal plans, and freshman orientation will be arriving and must be 
answered promptly.
¥ When you receive the name and contact information of your roommate/s, take the time to email or call. A couple 
of conversations during the summer will help ease the transition in the fall.
¥ Participate in frosh orientation.
¥ Spend time with your high school friends and exchange emails so that you can stay in touch.
¥ Spend time with your family.
¥ DonÕt be surprised if the first few weeks of college are both exciting and overwhelming. 

Remember that you are in a completely new environment. Even though you spent lots of time researching and visiting 
colleges, actually living the life is quite different. New people, a different schedule, and a heavier workload are all parts of 
the transition to college. Time management is critical and a challenging part of this adjustment process. Be patient and 
donÕt expect everything to be ideal. Remember that everyone is adjusting to college. If you feel stressed, seek out your 
resident advisor, talk with your college and high school friends and call your parents. DonÕt assume that you are the only 
one with these feelings. Be proactive and take charge!

For Parents:
The following are a few tips, which were excerpted from a NACAC (National Association for College Admission 
Counseling) article as well as some advice from parents whoÕve been through the process:

¥ Expect the unexpected Ð your child will vacillate between emotions. Go with the flow!
¥ Encourage independence but offer support. Allow your child to handle college arrangements but act as a safety 
net.
¥ Keep the lines of communication open - the balance between offering support and taking over can be a fine line 
of distinction. Resist the temptation to stay in daily cell phone contact.
¥ Make plans for communication while your child is at college. Expect the frequency to vary whether you use 
email or the phone.
¥ Plan the big send-off. If you plan to accompany your student, be flexible. Talk with your child ahead of time 
about both your plans and their expectations.
¥ Take time to adjust to a house without your college-bound student. If you have other children, they may also 
experience a period of transition. Remember that the first visit home will also be a time of adjustment for both 
parents and students. Once again, communication and a good sense of humor usually save the day!

You might want to read Letting Go by Karen Levin Coburn and Madge Lawrence Treeger. It is practical and insightful.  
This video for parents about preparing for the transition of letting go of their students headed to college is also quite 
good:  http://loyolaparents.ning.com/video/embracing-change

Enjoy this senior summer.

http://webmail.pausd.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=28db231eebae484b81d71062f30486aa&URL=http%3a%2f%2floyolaparents.ning.com%2fvideo%2fembracing-change
http://webmail.pausd.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=28db231eebae484b81d71062f30486aa&URL=http%3a%2f%2floyolaparents.ning.com%2fvideo%2fembracing-change
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Juniors
This is your last summer of high school; make the most of it!  Perhaps take a class for fun/ enrichment, continue your 
college exploration/search, visit colleges, get a part-time job, or do some job shadowing,   Whatever you do, be sure to 
take some time to relax and recharge before the busy school year ahead.  

Those of you who want to get a head start with the college process, may want to brainstorm ideas or draft a college 
application essay for those colleges that require them.  

¥ Unless you decide to apply Early Action or Early Decision (see here for more info: http://www.nacacnet.org/
PublicationsResources/steps/Articles/Pages/EDEA.aspx), one of the first college application deadlines youÕll 
encounter will be the CA public colleges (Nov. 30); while the CSUs donÕt require an essay, the UCs require two.  
WeÕve been informed that the essay prompts will remain the same as those used this year.  For topics for, and 
information about, the UC personal statements as well as writing tips, visit:  http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
admissions/university-of-california-uc/personal-statement.asp. 

¥ The Common Application (www.commonapp.org), used by many private colleges and some out-of-state public 
universities, will be open for applications for the class of 2010 in early July.  Students may want to register and 
create an account early to explore the Òschool-specific supplementsÓ which some colleges require and/or 
check out essay topics.

Rest assured, we will offer some essay-writing workshops next fall.  And, the college advisors are happy to read your 
essays and offer feedback for revision.

You may want to attend the Colleges That Change Lives college fair on Monday, August 3rd - 7pm, at the Marin Center Exhibit Hall.  
For more information, see www.ctcl.org.

Remember to consult your copy of PalyÕs Viking College and Career Planning Guide (distributed during advisory in April; 
it is also available online at www.paly.net/college) if you have questions about the college application process and more. It 
is an excellent first source for your questions.

Good luck,

Sandra Cernobori 
College Advisor

Site Council Report

 The Site Council meeting of May 4 focused on the grant requests for 2209-2010.  The Council reviewed the requests.  
Further discussion and voting will take place on May 18. The final meeting of the year will be held on June. 1.

 Site Council elections for 09-10 for staff are complete.  Elected are Jenny Stone, Kevin Sharp, Margo Wixsom and Kelli 
Hagen. Student elections will be held soon.  Parents who are interested in being on the ballot (in the August packet) are asked to 
submit a statement by May 1 and attend the remaining meetings. Deadline for parents to sign up is June 1. 

 The agenda for each meeting is posted on the Link, the PTSA /Site Council website and in the main office Members of the 
community are invited to address the Council on non-agenda items at the beginning of each regular meeting.  Minutes are also 
posted in the front hall of the Tower and on the Link. Meeting dates are listed in the Paly Link. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Further questions or comments can be addressed to Edie Miller, Site Council Coordinator, 329-3710 ext 7301 or 
emiller@pausd.org.

The Paly Project 2009 Parent Network 
meets each month and has a discussion topic for each 
meeting.  

Friday, June 5, 8:15 - 9:15 am

Topic: Best Paly Memories
Location: Home of Lucy LaPier

225 Tennyson Ave.

Lucy LaPier and Mary Beth Lefebvre, Project 
2009 Network Co-Chairs

Palo Alto World Music Day

Sun. June 21, 5-8pm, University Avenue, King Plaza (City Hall), and 
surrounding streets.
The Palo Alto City Council has declared Sunday June 21st as World 
Music Day. World Music Day is a free music festival that takes place in 
cities around the world every year on June 21st (the longest day of 
the year).  In Palo Alto, about 30 professional and amateur musical 
groups will perform a wide variety of musical genres on street 
corners and plazas: jazz, classical, pop, rock, world music, choirs, etc.  
All performances will be free and open to the public.  For more 
information, please visit www.pamusicday.org.

http://www.nacacnet.org/PublicationsResources/steps/Articles/Pages/EDEA.aspx
http://www.nacacnet.org/PublicationsResources/steps/Articles/Pages/EDEA.aspx
http://www.nacacnet.org/PublicationsResources/steps/Articles/Pages/EDEA.aspx
http://www.nacacnet.org/PublicationsResources/steps/Articles/Pages/EDEA.aspx
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/admissions/university-of-california-uc/personal-statement.asp
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/admissions/university-of-california-uc/personal-statement.asp
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/admissions/university-of-california-uc/personal-statement.asp
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/admissions/university-of-california-uc/personal-statement.asp
http://www.commonapp.org
http://www.commonapp.org
http://www.ctcl.org
http://www.ctcl.org
http://www.paly.net/college
http://www.paly.net/college
mailto:emiller@pausd.org
mailto:emiller@pausd.org
http://www.pamusicday.org
http://www.pamusicday.org
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Science
Ackroyd, Margaret
Bellomo, Tess
Carilli, Patrick
Clayton, Shawn
Keohane, Sean
Miller, Kaily
Monismith, Scott
Morton, Michael
Salaverry, Lia
Stang, Anna
Wade, Melanie

Career & Vocational 
Education
Boukaka, Makela
Castillo, Jenny
Mohn, Lauren
Schmitt, Colin
Stone, Sarah

English
Avis, Freddy
Bollella, Allie
Chang, Lynn
Cohen, Max
Haris, Natasha
Hung, Rina
Katz, Adi
Krasnow, Maya
Neel, Rachel
Rodriguez, Sally
Von Kaenel, Camille

World Languages
Apple, Jessica
Baba, Mariko
Barry, Shawn
Enache, Oana
Erickson, Brendan
Ghazal, Yara
Kim, Min
Mao, Selena
Richter, Manuela

Math
Ben-Shachar, Tamar
Coblin, Alex
Ganschow, Zachary
Gray, William
Ke, Andrew
Kiger, KaCie
Kramer, Hannah
Madsen, Bridget
Maser, Katharine
Milliardaire, Rashid
Panozo, Gloria
Reed, Kimberli

Special Education
Brenda Coria
Heriberto (Eddie) Munoz

Visual & Performing 
Arts
Carter, Reed
Kim, Hannah
Maa, Ruby
Marchon, Colin
Marks, Tom
Ortiz, Chris
Taylor, Brandy
Verbaken, Simone
Wallace, Stephen

Social Studies
Beeson, Jared
Kaye, Shaina
Ke, Sophia
Kershner,Alexandra
Liu, Kyle
Nee, Alex
Siegelman, Maxwell
Tomalonis, Erin
Tompert, Alina
Walker, Quinn
Wilson, Ian

Rachel Austin Award 2009 Recipients

Rachel Austin, a Paly Home Economics teacher from 1933-1963, died in 1976 leaving a bequest in her will to provide prizes as 
incentives for students to strive for academic excellence. These prizes are unique because they are awarded to students at all grade 
levels for exceptional effort and improvement. Awards have been given annually since 1978.

President's Award Spring 2009 Recipients

The President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation (the Council) was established in 2003 to recognize the valuable 
contributions volunteers are making in our communities and encourage more people to serve. The Council created the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award program as a way to thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, 
inspire others to engage in volunteer service. 

Freshmen:
Brown, Emily
Gill, Brian
Hsu, Karine
Kaye, Micaela
Liu, Alex
Liu, Andrew

Sophomores:
Ambrosio-Meir, Anthony
Cohen, Max
deGroot, Paul
Fitzgerald, Connor
Gavrielov, Nadav
Gould, Joshua
Homnack, Anabel
Hu, Kevin
Messick-Kopel, Alexandra
Motta, Marcos
Moyal, Talia
Nakamura, Elizabeth
Panayides, Anthony

Peterson, Katerina
Rapaport. Wes
Stern, Jake
Wang, Austin
Wang, Irene
Wilkins, Tyler Richard
Xie, Lillian

Juniors:
Angst, Leander
Albuquerque, Asha
Albright, Evan
Angst, Leander
Ambrosio-Nordin, Vincent
Baek, Andy
Barry, Christy
Carlson, Danielle
Cooper, Chase
DeHovitz, Rebecca
Drazovich, Whitney
Dumas, Nicolas
Dvorak, Peter

Ebert, Aaron
Enache, Oana
Hauser. Wade
Hueschen, Michael
Ke, Po-Wei (Andrew)
Ke, Wan Ling (Jill)
Lee, Yoon Hee Eunice
Lin, Charlie
Maa, Ruby
Mao, Selena
Maloney, William
McDonnell, Caroline
Nielsen, Mikkel
Okamoto, Griffin
Plant, Isaac
Raftery, Conor
Relan, Parth
Sikri, Ruhi
Su, Vivian
Tomalonis, Erin
Vertelney, Haley
Wang, Regina

Whitney, Eoin 
Yee, Stuart
Zhu, Helen

Seniors:
Berg, Catharina
Brooks, Jessica
Chernikoff, Alice
Homnack, Philip
Kim, Jean
Lai, Peter
Matze, Lucas E.
Morton, Garrett
Petit, Elizabeth
Tran, Vienna
Ward, Brendan
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Hello from the ARC!


 Tutoring, test-taking, and textbooks—those three T’s have been the ARC’s reliable ABC’s again this year. Thanks to a great 
staff of student and adult tutors, parent volunteers, and the generosity of the PSTA, we’ve had a busy year of growth and positive 
change.

 Highlights include:

 * A PTSA grant enabled us to expand and re-supply our Honor Library which about 200 students use every week; 

 * A 33% increase in the number of tests proctored by the ARC (as of mid-May we’ve administered approximately 3010 make-up tests 
this semester alone;

 * Besides about 75 active peer tutors, we’ve been blessed by eight terrific adult tutors.  These older mentors have significantly raised 
the effectiveness of our tutoring program.

 * The addition of Mona Siegel as ARC Co-coordinator; Mona has streamlined many of our processes with her unsurpassed computer 
expertise.


 Even with these great results, we’re not perfect.  Despite effort and good intentions on everyone’s part, some tutoring teams 
just don’t work out.  Occasionally, we can’t find a tutor for a specific subject, such as AP Biology or a certain English class.  But many 
tutoring teams have been working productively since the first days of the school year, and it is gratifying to see the progress, and 
friendships, that these teams now enjoy.

 Congratulations to all our graduating seniors, with special thanks to those who have served the ARC as tutors over the past 
three years.  These students have given many hours of their own time – at lunch, during prep, and after school – to help other 
students. Paly is proud of all of them.  

 We look forward to working with a well rested, enthusiastic group of tutors, tutees, and volunteers in August.  If you’re 
interested in being an adult tutor or part of our support staff, watch for the ARC orientation in early September – all are welcome!

Progress, Not Perfection


 When students are tutored in the ARC, “Progress, not perfection” is our motto.  Success means something different to 
everyone.  Here are four students with four happy, but different, outcomes:

 Sean Mortensen, a junior, has been getting help in physics and algebra for the past seven months.  His goal is to maintain his 
current grades and through lots of hard work, he has been able to avoid losing ground. “Since I started tutoring this year I haven’t 
really had a serious dip in my grades,” says Sean, admitting “I’m someone who gets affected by the third quarter slump and this year it 
didn’t happen.”  

 Paly junior Ruhi Sikri comes in for chemistry tutoring even though her grades are consistently high.  “I feel, personally, that 
you don’t need a tutor only when you’re struggling…It is also helpful when you just want to be a stronger student.”
 Ruhi also 
appreciates the ability to switch tutors and find the best fit.  She estimates, overall, that the tutoring she receives in the ARC has made 
a ½ grade difference.

 Colin Glaes, like Sean, has been getting help in physics and algebra. This Paly junior comes for the personal attention that 
tutoring can provide.  “…It makes such a big difference being one-on-one, instead of one of thirty in the class,” Colin says.  After 
working with one or two tutors who didn’t quite fit, Colin stuck with it. “I knew if I just kept persisting, I’d find someone I could work 
with for the whole year,” he says.  Colin credits his tutors with “being able to explain complicated stuff in a simple fashion” and 
estimates that tutoring in both classes has made a whole letter grade difference.

 Zaida Alvarez, a senior, has been receiving tutoring since Freshman year, but “back then I didn’t care as much as this year, and 
now that I care more about it my tutors are very kind and helpful.”  Zaida’s goal is to pass Alg 2 and Physics so she can graduate in 
June.  She credits her tutors for helping her bring her failing grade in Algebra to a C+ (“I’m off by 2 percentage points from a B-,” she 
says proudly.)  She is retaking physics, and now has a C-, thanks to lots of hard work with her tutor.  “There is no awkwardness,” says 
Zaida.  “My tutors are very motivating and really push me…It’s just good energy.”

 Our best of luck to Zaida, Sean, Ruhi, Colin, and the entire ARC family.  Have a great summer!

Noel Beitler
ARC Co-coordinator
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Notes from the Library

 At the beginning of the school year, the Paly community was extremely generous in its support of the Paly Library by 
donating over $6,000 in response to a direct appeal.  How fortunate that our community recognizes that library books, databases, 
and magazines are essential tools for student success!  The combined District/State library budget is about $6.00/student while the 
national average is over $11.00, so continued community support is vital to maintaining a current and comprehensive library 
collection that promotes student learning and provides teachers with essential resources.  This year the library added an exciting 
new database to its collection covering worldwide current events called Global Issues in Context and purchased hundreds of new 
nonfiction and fiction books for its collection. These purchases would not have been possible without community support.  

 All links and passwords to the library’s database collection can be found through a “class” on InClass called Library 
Information and Passwords.  All students are enrolled in this class and parents are also given access if they are observers in their 
students’ classes. All databases and the Library’s Curriculum Links web directory (http://www.paly.net/curriculumlinks.php) are 
available to students 24/7 throughout the calendar year.

 Another opportunity to support the library’s resource fund is through its Legacy Book Program.   Create a lasting legacy at 
Paly by sponsoring and dedicating a book at the Paly Library to honor a student, faculty member, or volunteer.  An explanation of the 
program and the sign-up form can be found below, or you can link to it from the Paly Library’s home page at http://www.paly.net/
library.  

 Finally, encourage your students to check out the Paly Library’s Read! webpage at http://www.paly.net/read for summer 
reading suggestions.  The American Library Association just revised their popular advisory Outstanding Books for the College 
Bound, and there are many great new suggestions on that list.  The public library supports teen reading over the summer as do our 
two local independent bookstores Kepler’s and Books Inc. Town and Country.  Mention Paly when you purchase something at 
Kepler’s and Paly will get 10% of your purchase. Books Inc. gives a 10% discount to all students. Reading research continues to 
support the strong relationship between reading for pleasure and success in school and on standardized tests, so make time for 
reading this summer. 

 The library program continues to be very grateful for the financial support from the community and the tireless efforts of 
our dedicated platoon of parent volunteers.  We love feedback so please drop by or email the librarian Rachel Kellerman with any 
suggestions or comments rkellerman@pausd.org.  

Palo Alto High School Library Legacy Book Program 
Create a lasting legacy at Palo Alto High School by sponsoring and dedicating a book at the Palo 
Alto High School Library  to honor a student, faculty member, or volunteer. 
 The Librarians will make a selection for you from the library collection from the categories listed below, or you can suggest a 
specific book. The suggested donation is $30.00, the average cost of a new book. If you have questions feel free to contact the 
librarian Rachel Kellerman rkellerman@pausd.org.  Please submit this form along with your $30.00 check made out to “Palo Alto 
High School Library” to the Paly Library.  Please Print Clearly, Especially eMail Address. 

Your Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Phone 
 
 


Address 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Your Email   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Honoree’s Email  
 
 
 
 
 

 
I would like to sponsor and dedicate a book in this category:  

Fiction      Music      Art      Poetry      Drama      Science      History      Sports      Biography      Mathematics      Other     

I have no preference      Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Specific book and/or author:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 Dedication Information 

Dedications may be anonymous. Please print clearly. Honorees will be notified about their legacy book via Email. 
   This Library Legacy book is in honor of  

Name 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 Specifics- e.g class of 2008, History teacher, Coach, PTA officer, T.A 

Dedicated by 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                       Name(s)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Date 
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http://www.paly.net/library
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http://www.paly.net/library
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mailto:rkellerman@pausd.org
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Associated Student Body Officers for 2008-2009 
 

Class Officers
Senior Class President: Beckly Byler

Senior Class Vice-President: Eliza Stevens
Senior Class Site Council Rep*: TBD

Junior Class President: Ivan Zhou
Junior Class Vice-President: Charlie Lin

Junior Class Site Council Rep: TBD
 

Sophomore Class President: George Brown
Sophomore Class Vice-President: Haley Conner

Sophomore Class Site Council Rep*: TBD
 

*Appointed Positions
Sophomore Class VP Runo!  Election 

ASB Officers

ASB President: Erik Klingbeil
ASB Vice-President: Helene Zahoudanis

ASB Secretary: Gracie Dulik
ASB Treasurer: Juliet Carnoy

ASB Tech Communications O" cer*: TBD
ASB School Board Representative*: TBD

ASB Spirit Commissioners* TBD
ASB Athletic Commissioner: Paul Brown

ASB Social Commissioners: Nicole Varveris and 
                                  Emily Kenyon

Congratulations to all!

Breaking the Stigma: 
Adolescent Depression

Thurs. June 4, 7-9pm, Cubberley Auditorium 
4000 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto
Thus. June 18, 7-9pm, City Council Chambers
701 Laurel St., Menlo Park

Join Adolescent Counseling Services for a community forum to 
hear a panel of experts speak about depression in teens and 
answer any related questions.  All members of the community -- 
families, parents, teens, or those interested in the topic -- are 
invited to take part in an evening dedicated to discussing this 
very important issue.
Info: Adolescent Counseling Services, 650-424-0852,
 http://www.acs-teens.org. 

Relay for Life to Benefit the American 
Cancer Society

Sat. August 15, 10am to Sun. Aug. 16, 10am, Palo Alto 
High Track. Palo Alto is hosting its 4th annual "Relay for 
Life" to benefit the American Cancer Society. 
Participants will have at least one team member 
walking the track for 24 hours to symbolize that the 
battle against cancer never stops. The event is a chance 
for all members of the community to come together 
to fight back against cancer, and support the American 
Cancer Society in its mission to provide education, 
patient services and conduct research to find a cure 
for cancer. There will be live music, food, and games for 
kids, along with information about cancer prevention. 
The teams will set up camp at Paly High, lending a 
festive atmosphere to the whole event. Members of 
the community are encouraged to come out and 
support the relayers as they take their laps. For more 
information, please go to www.relayforlife.org/
paloaltoca or contact Lucy Lu at lucyn.lu@gmail.com.

Palo Alto Council of PTAs
Palo Alto High School PTSA
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto, CA  94301
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